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people would enjoy every pleasure that the world considers as needed for man’s perfect happiness! They
succeed in robbing man of his soul and of all the qualities and virtues that beautify the soul!

This is certainly not the reason why Christ came on earth that holy Christmas night! Christ was born in
order to save man’s soul and to show all people their origin and their purpose here on earth. God wants
mankind to appreciate the nobility of their origin, the blessing that life is and the glorious purpose and end that
God has planned for every individual. Christ came on earth in humility, poverty and love in order that the
world would learn to love these virtues and imitate them. Christ did not come in order to change this earth into
a heaven of materialism. It was not God’s plan to eliminate work, suffering or poverty. He came in order to
sanctify all of that and bestow upon them an aura of dignity and a source of great spiritual merit. The world has
always been a vale of tears and a place of combat and it will always be such as long as the world exists. Despite
all the promises despite all the threats, a time will come when mankind will be weary of all its experiences of
life and will rise up from the ruins and rubble to once again turn its eyes on the stable of Bethlehem where the
newly-born Divine Infant is lying on straw in a manger. It is then that the entire world will sing out — “Let us
all go to the manger!” for that is where we will find our happiness and our salvation!

There is so much evil in the world today, but there is no reason for us to weep and wring our hands, nor is it
a time for complaining or swearing. True — There are plenty of thorns in our life and also plenty of crosses to
bear. However, that Star of Bethlehem shines above us — Let us follow its light. Let us turn our gaze this night
from our own personal way of the cross and away from hatred, destruction and death. That dazzling star will
lead us to the little stable where the Infant Jesus awaits us! Let us humbly kneel before Him and tell Him all
our worries, sufferings, pains and doubts! Then, let us equate our situation with that of the Infant Jesus. We
will then hear an interior voice consoling us: “Peace on earth to men of good will!” These words will change
people’s outlook on life! The soul will revive, life itself will become more precious and life’s purpose will be
better understood. The forces of darkness and life’s purpose will diminish and the kingdom of God will begin
its reign.

As we kneel before the majesty of the King of Peace, let us pray for mutual understanding and peace in our
families, in our society and in our country. Let us not forget to sincerely beg for a just peace for the whole
world, so that all peoples may be able to celebrate next Christmas in the love of God, in mutual harmony and

understanding and in the peace that all desire.
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December 21, 1941
1 greet you my dear fellow country-men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

Before I begin my talk for today, I ask all of you to first listen to this warning: Ever since December
seventh when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, there has been a strange restlessness and fear tugging at the
minds of all our people! Americans of Polish descent are no exception concerning this situation. In some
places this totally unfounded fear borders on panic.

My dear people calm yourselves! Some people are worried about being bombed, others are already worried
about being evacuated, while still others insist that it doesn’t pay to even think or plan for the future for we will
never see it!

Wait awhile! Calm yourselves! True, these are difficult times and we will certainly have to make many
sacrifices, but again, it is not like some of you imagine it to be!" Continue living your daily life in your same
normal way! Pray — maybe a little more fervently and do your work conscientiously! Be a little more strict or
mortified in your daily life. Avoid being so frustrated and don’t waste your money, but save your money and
buy the government war bonds instead! In this way, you will help America today and provide for your safety
tomorrow!

Get rid of your first impressions of this war and face tomorrow peacefully, bravely and in a practical
manner. Have faith in divine Providence and have faith in our country and in our government. Imitate our
brave ancestors! In their darkest moments they did not despair, but bravely stood eye to eye with the danger
facing them and boldly watched the events of the day, never losing confidence in the tomorrow. And they
persevered through everything at all times! Thus, they won! It is our duty and obligation to behave as they did!
If our country has such citizens, it will win this war and establish a just peace. We are fortunate to be living at
this present time for life has never been as interesting as it is now! Let’s take full advantage of every moment
of our life!

1 will now begin my holiday talk with a poem by John Sztawdynger:

“The poor, the abominable and the dirty on these dust-baked roads
One day heard that God was born on earth
Alas, is it possible that You, oh, God were born among us?

They did not believe!
But in that joyful moment the forest went to give God homage
And all the animals drew near and knelt
Where the Holy virgin was standing

As she sang:

‘My dear little Jesus’
And the flowers and grassy plains drew near — and the gracious God, blessed them
With His little hand He blessed: Let the flowers bloom
And the trees — and let the birds sing
Not for My glory — oh, no
But — by themselves - joyfully
With love for the world and for spring
I want this!

The bird sang and the flower bloomed
The bird...with its song, the flower...its bloom
And they transformed this world into a paradise
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Reconciling man with God!

God, the Creator, eternally serene, eternally gentle, eternally radiant slowly turned his head from the earth
which had recently been adorned with a variety of greens and flowers. Then the leaves fell, the flowers
withered and the grain was harvested. The earth turned black and desolate. Our merciful God covered her with
a snowy mantle in order to hide her nakedness. Freezing cold and snow! In the midst of this cold and darkness,
evening draws near during which we will sing:

“God is born, great power trembles

Lord of heaven lies forsaken

Fire is frozen, splendor darkens

Feeble nature God has taken

Lowly born, yet Lord of praises

Mortal, yet the King of Ages

Now indeed the Word made Flesh

Has come on earth to dwell among us.

For the next thirty minutes let’s forget about all of our vexations, pains and sufferings. Let’s tear our

thoughts away from our monotonous daily affairs! Let us lift ourselves above our daily affairs and in silence

and recollection let us concentrate on:

THE CRIB OF BETHLEHEM

In our thoughts let’s go back to the time when the Jewish nation was conquered by the Roman legions.
Caesar Augustus was the powerful ruler in Rome while the self-conceited King Herod ruled in Jerusalem.
Darkness pervaded the world as nations were wallowing in materialism and paganism. “Then, it so happened,”
as recorded by the ancient chronicler, “that that holiest night descended upon the earth and it was the darkest
night that anyone ever remembered. It seemed as if the whole world had tumbled down into a cellar. It was
impossible to distinguish the shore line between water and land and one could easily get lost traveling even the
most familiar roads. All of this for the simple reason that there was absolutely no light in the heavens. There
were no stars anywhere and the moon was nowhere to be seen. The silence everywhere and the absolute quiet
were just as deep as the total darkness. The rivers and streams did not allow their waters to flow, the air did not
vibrate and not a single leaf of any plant trembled or vibrated. If anyone would have gone to the seashore, he
would have testified that no tides were moving any waves to and fro. If another would have gone out into the
desert, he would have learned that the sand would not crunch beneath his feet. All movement had been
completely suspended so as not to break the sacred silence of that holy night. The grass stopped growing, no
dew fell and the flowers did not dare to exhale their fragrance. That holy night beasts of prey gave up their
chase, snakes did not bite and dogs did not bark. All of nature was holding its breath in order to greet the new
God.
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In a far-away country huge flocks of sheep were sleeping in a valley. There was a bonfire out in the field
but instead of the flames dancing up high into the air, they kept very low as if they had been commanded to do
so. There were shepherds lying around the fire. The air was very stuffy and the shepherds felt like they were
choking while their hands felt numb and helpless. Every one of them had the strong premonition that
something terrible is about to happen.

Suddenly, a great supernatural light flooded the earth. It seemed to them that someone had set the world on
fire. The light seemed to concentrate its brightness over the shepherds and their flocks. An angel of the Lord
appeared in the midst of this light at which sight the shepherds threw themselves on their knees in great fear and
trepidation. The heavenly messenger spoke in a very solemn voice: “Do not be afraid, for behold, I proclaim to
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the city of David a Savior has been born for
you Who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: You will find the Infant wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel,
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to omen of good will!”

What do you think these frightened shepherds did? Do you think they sat around thinking about what they
had seen? Do you think they began to confer among themselves? Neither one nor the other! Without a
moment’s hesitation they unanimously said, “Let us go to Bethlehem to see this wonder which has happened of
which God has informed us!”

Having come eagerly, they found Mary and Joseph and the newborn Infant lying in a manger. When they
saw this, they made known the message that had been told them about this Child. All who heard it were
amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds.

From that day, a new era began for humanity for on that day, heaven came down to earth under the
appearance of a Child — the God of Love, the God of Peace and the God of Justice! Look at that poor stable —
look at that crib- look at that Infant! Look well at the countenances of Mary and Joseph! Look deeply and
think! In this crib is the Infant Who was sent in order to save our souls, to redeem humanity and to spread
through the world a new teaching that has never before been heard! The Son of God, the King of Kings lies
helpless and powerless, dressed in swaddling clothes and lies on straw in a manger! Doesn’t this teach you
something? He was born in a little corner of the world unknown to most of the world. He came into this world
far from the bustle and uproar of the world. He was greeted by poor shepherds and their animals. There was
poverty everywhere and great discomfort!

Yet, that poor stable in Bethlehem is the most magnificent church in the world! It is more beautiful than
the most famous basilica ever built by man. That crib is the most eloquent pulpit in the world. That crib is a
seat of learning from which every person can and should derive wisdom and learn the true meaning of man, the
soul and human life! Tt is so hard for us to understand — Why did the Son of God stoop so low? St. Athanasius
gives us the answer: “The Son of God became the son of man in order that all people may become sons of

God!” For this reason the Son of God stooped so low in order that all of us would be lifted up from our
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lowliness! Any human being, by himself/herself is a very miserable being. This natural misery is augmented %
by transgressions against the law which are unworthy of an intelligent being.

When the Infant Jesus came into this world, a human being, at that time, had very little if any significance.
All societies at that time believed in and practiced human slavery on a very wide scale. Owners treated their
slaves worse than they treated their animals. Slaves were bought and sold in all public slave markets.
Throughout the Roman Empire slaves were often killed and their bodies were fed to the fish or used to fatten
their oxen. As for women, their dignity as women just did not exist.

The Son of God took on a human nature in order that as True Man He could restore to humanity the true
meaning, value and purpose of a human being. This divine Infant also teaches us the sanctity of motherhood
and fatherhood. It was for this reason that Pope Leon called out to the world, “Recognize your dignity, o man
and woman, and become a sharer in God’s nature; do not ever return to your former lowliness by returning to a
sinful life!”

Above the entrance to the stable of Bethlehem glow the words: Mortification — Humility — Poverty — Love!
The bed of the new-born Infant Savior was very hard — an animal’s feeding trough, straw and swaddling
clothes. Humility radiated from this Divine Child Who had left heaven in order to take upon Himself the
human nature of a helpless newly-born Infant. No human child ever came into this world in such very
miserable circumstances and into such a poor environment as this Divine Infant! He did all this out of love and
in order to receive our love! “God so loved the world that He sent His Only-Begotten Son so that everyone who
believes in Him would not perish but would possess eternal life.” “A new commandment I give you: Love one
another as I have loved you!”

On this day of great love, let’s look deeply into our hearts. Will we find at least a tiny bit of that simple
faith, yet deep and sincere which induced the shepherds to call to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem!”? Can
we find in our own hearts at least a small crumb of humility and an inclination to mortification and poverty?
How much love for God and for our neighbor can we find in our hearts? I am posing these questions to
everyone, without exception!

1 call on all men, and all you who are fathers, gaze at the countenance of that indulgent and good St. Joseph.
All you mothers, fix your gaze on peaceful and patient countenance of the Blessed Mother. All you children fix
your gaze on the smiling Face of the Infant Jesus! Are you fulfilling all of your obligations? As you kneel by
this Crib, you should ask yourself certain questions like these and answer them.

The history of mankind, from that holy night up until the present day, namely the history of the world up to
the twentieth century brings out this very sad fact that during some of these periods of time, people had totally
forgotten that there ever was a little Bethlehem stable. They had totally forgotten about this miraculous event
which took place there. They forgot the songs and the meaning of the words sung by the angel choirs that holy
night — “Glory to God in the highest and peace to men of good will!” Some forgot because of weakness.

Others forgot because of malice and deceit. There have been times when individuals eradicated the Bethlehem
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stable, the birth of the Christ-Child and all the teachings of the Son of God from every part of their lives. There
have also been times when the powerful of this world tried mightily and systematically to stamp out in the
hearts of their subjects any memory of that stable and the meaning and lessons of that most holy night!
However, there was always the same result of such oppression — They lost!

However, the world has never seen that which we see today. Never has mankind suffered as people are
suffering now. One group supposedly was trying to create some sort of heaven on earth. This heaven they were
striving for was the creation of sick and twisted minds. Another group who had been fed on the principles of
some weird “higher race” and thoroughly indoctrinated with the lessons of a national culture and arch-
patriotism openly directed all its might to the creation of a pagan and barbaric state of slavery. All of these
objectives are opposed to the objective of Christ’s Birth. Didn’t Christ come on earth in order to free man from
slavery? Wasn’t His purpose to announce that all men are equal and all men are brothers? Didn’t He come to
save everyone without exception, regardless of rank or nationality? Everything is based on the love of God and
neighbor!

Presently those people of “a higher race” who are spreading the culture of “the broken cross” or Nazism,
are establishing the beginnings of a “new world order” on the basis of hatred for everything that in any way
reminds one of the Bethlehem stable and Crib plus hatred for all the other nations. Their motto is: “Down with
Christianity which announces glory to God and peace to men of good will! We have been predestined to be the
rulers with all the rest of you as servants and slaves! From this comes pain and suffering! From this philosophy
there are prisons, concentration camps, forced labor, forced migration and forced expulsion of people. This also
brought about such bloody murders that it seemed as though all the people had become wild animals! This also
brought about hunger and misery, various diseases and death! All these results flow from the souls, hearts and
minds of that particular group which wants to rule the world and force people into slavery. It stubbornly
combats the ideals put before us by this miraculous event on that historical and Christian night in the Crib of the
stable in Bethlehem. They do not recognize God nor do they recognize Christ and His Divine Mission. They
build on the hatred of God and neighbor. For this reason, instead of living today with understanding and natural
accord and peace, humanity is steeped in anger, animosity, hatred and desire for revenge while human blood
flows in great streams. This is why the world is bleeding to death in darkness that is much thicker than it was at
the time that the bright star appeared above the stable announcing the birth of the Son of God.

Throughout the years of the past quarter of a century, another group was promising mankind that they
could and would create a type of heaven here on earth! Do you think that this group was planning on fulfilling
their promises based on the commandments of love which flow from the lessons of the stable and the Crib?
You already are well aware that this group worked zealously to uproot from everyone’s heart their faith in the
miraculous coming of the Son of God! This does not come as a surprise for this little Babe was an example of

poverty, humility and love! That did not interest them for they planned on creating a type of heaven in which




